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Fast Facts 

 Neurocysticercosis (tapeworm 

cysts in the brain) is the most 

frequent preventable cause of 

epilepsy worldwide1  

 Neurocysticercosis causes up to 

50,000 deaths per year3  

 Up to 20 million people worldwide 

are infected with pork tapeworm 

cysticerci3  

The Pork Tapeworm – Taenia solium 

Physical Description  

The pork tapeworm is white and ribbonlike, usually 2 to 3 metres in length, 

and around 6 mm in width. The scolex (head) has 4 suckers for attachment. 

Growth occurs from the neck, so the oldest segments (gravid proglottids) are 

found at the posterior end2. The segments fertilise each other, and the 

fertilised eggs pass out in the faeces, either individually or in the segments.  

Life Cycle  

When pigs ingest eggs from vegetation contaminated with human faeces, 

the eggs hatch and form cysts in the flesh of the pigs2. When infected pork 

flesh is eaten by humans, the cysts 

attach to the intestine and mature 

into adult tapeworms2.  

How Do Humans Encounter It?  

Humans become infected by adult 

tapeworms by eating undercooked 

pork containing cysts. However, 

people can accidentally become the 

secondary hosts by ingesting eggs from human faeces, or by the tapeworm eggs hatching inside their 

intestine2. This results in the cysts forming in the flesh or organs of the human body. 

Treatment of Infected Humans  

A range of medications is available to treat tapeworm infection. 

Praziquantel is often successfully used2.  

More Information 

Further information can be found at these websites: 

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs376/en/ 

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/001391.htm  

http://www.cdc.gov/parasites/cysticercosis/  

How to Prevent Infection 

1. Wash your hands regularly, 

especially before eating and after 

going to the toilet  

2. Ensure food handlers maintain good 

hygiene 

3. Cook all pork products thoroughly 

4. Take medication to kill adult 

tapeworms if they are noticed  
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The Head of a Tapeworm 
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