
 

 

 

 

 

 

How to produce a Scientific Poster 
Depending on the competition topic, required tasks and your year level (see 

your current competition guidelines), you may be asked to design a 

‘Scientific Poster’ to present your research and findings about an experiment 

you’ve completed. 

 

Poster settings and layout 

Scientific posters are designed electronically, using programs such as 

Microsoft PowerPoint and are presented on one page, with the page 

settings commonly set to A0 size (841mm x 1189mm) and usually portrait 

direction. 

 

Just like scientific reports, scientific posters usually contain the same 

heading structure and contain minimal important information, photos, graphs 

and diagrams that summarise your experiment findings and research: 

 

 Title (competition and/or experiment title) 

 Author/s (list the student/s involved, year levels and school name plus a photo of the author/s if permissions allow) 

 Introduction (aims/hypothesis of the experiment, background research on the topic) 

 Materials and methods (how you set up the experiments/activities and the materials used) 

 Results (summary of observations, table/graph of the results, diagrams, photos) 

 Conclusion/Discussion (interpretation and explanation of the experiment results) 

 References (list of reference materials used in your research) 

 Acknowledgements (list of people who assisted you, eg, your teacher, classmates, school gardener, parents, farmers or 

professionals you may have interviewed) 

 Contact information (your name (if permissions allow), year level, school name, school phone number, school logo/emblem) 

 

Hints and tips 

 As space is limited, be selective in the content.  Include only minimal, but important information that summaries 

your research/findings well.  Make sure you add photos, graphs and diagrams to explain your work.  This will also 

increase the visual appeal of your poster. 

 Don’t make your poster too cluttered, busy or difficult to read – be careful with your colour scheme, font style plus 

the quality and layout of images and text.  Sometimes less is more!  It is common to reduce the font size of the 

references, acknowledgements and contact information sections and be sure to label each photo/graph/diagram 

with numbered captions such as ‘Figure 1: …’ (in a small font size) and make reference to your figures throughout 

your text. 

 Images used should be a minimum of 300kb in file size.  At this resolution (or higher), photos should print clearly 

(not too pixelly) at A0 poster size. 

 Your poster may become very large in file size, particularly if you have included high resolution photos, diagrams or 

other imported objects.  You may need to convert the file to a ‘.pdf’ which will dramatically decrease the file size 

and make it easy to email or share with others. 

 If you wish to print out and proof read your poster, make sure your printer settings are set/or scaled 

to an A4 or A3 page.  If you wish to print your poster to A0 size, you may need to send your 

file to a commercial printing company. 

Our DAF researchers regularly 

prepare scientific posters about 

their current research projects and 

experiment outcomes for 

presentation at local, national and 

international conferences, 

meetings and workshops (see 

example on next page). 

 

We would like you, as Australia’s 

future scientists and 

agriculturalists, to develop skills in 

presenting your own research 

projects too! 



Example of a Scientific Poster produced by Nikki Seymour, Senior Soil Microbiologist, DAF Leslie Research 

Facility, for the 2016 Australian Pulse Conference 

 

 


